Dear doe , 2/ 2d/yO 

as I may have mentioned, wit h all the ferment in Eastern Europe 1 was reminded 
that both sides of rays’ parents' families come from where 4here is much ferment. I was 
never quite sure of exactlb .here they coma from and in mentioning this to others I 
learned that some of my relatives I've hot seen in decades developed the same interests 
but fpr a different reason - family trees. 

Gloria had told me years ago that my father's older sister had told her thingd 
about my father that he'd tfnever mentioned. He was anti-Czarist but I don't know how but 
I do not that it was not red. He was arbeiter ring. 

She sees those cousins, one of whom developed a similar interest after retirement, 
and he knows still another who did likewise. But I've gotten nothing from them. 

Gloria has just left. What a joy to see her after so long a time! Sh&d^been 
visitiig her son, who lives in suburban Washington, and took this detour on her way 
home, also stopping off to see a cousin on the Balick side of the family. That is my 
mother's side. Tiiat cousion, who you probably did not know, is Sylvia u oldberg. The 
original name was G 0 lodner and she changed it back, to help identify her. She, too, 
had had this interest for her family and somehow she got a piece of a map I thi©k is 
•Russian. She marked on it the places she remembered hearing mentioned. None of them 
meant anything to me and the only place I remember hearing either my father or my mother 
mention i<£ my father's mention of where he comes from, Baranovka. So. X looked over the 
section of map of which Sylvia had made a copy and sure e iough found it there. But 
I can't make out from the map what state it is. I do see a border marked Moldavia. I 
do see the river I recall he said he'd live along, the Slue. His birthplace is about 
midway between Zhitomir and Rovno. This is toward the top of the nap. 


I don't know how much you remember of your youth but I do wonder if you know 
whether that is in ^ldavia or if not, what. 

Bo you 4 come from anywhere near there? I have not marked the places Sylvia 
recalls hearing mentioned because they are one the side of her family that is not Balick 
and thus is not related to me. 

I'd feel good in being able to think tiu.t maybe kinfolk of w/iom I never heard 
may be part of those historical developments. Not that ^ know that any survived Hitler. 

Tlie only thing I remember about any relatives who have any chance of still being 
alive is that thejp had gone to college and were teaching school in the very early 1920s. 

I heard that only by accident because my parents never spoke about their earlier 
lives in front of me except in Russian, which they never tayght me so much as a word of. 

They'd been sending money to the mother of the school teachers and there came a 
tjmA when she wrote them that she no longer needed it, and tiiat wliile her cows had been 
taken, she'd been left &wo and that her children were teaching and on their own. I know f 
there, was no communication when I was older and I recall no other of when 1 was that age. 

I'd been under a misapprehension of where Baronovka is. I'd thought it was 
closer to Kiev. That is because £ remember my father once mentioning he'd gotte there on 
a horse on some kind of business for his father. lie got books then, clandestinely, as 
I recall. Was kt not forbidd4n then for Jews to be educated, with certain exceptions? 

That could have been the end of the last century. 

Gloria is going to see some older relatives still surviving on my mothe rs side, 
in Phailddelphis to see if she can le<sm where they come from. They, like gyyou, were 
bom there but got here when they were young, like you. One has to be well over 90. 


inform U k? Si! 


•otten interested, as I indicate, so if you can 

fair - 


f-f iAs/i/i 



